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Luxg Xxiil, 34 _ 
Then ſaid Jeſus, Father Forgive Them, for 
They know not what They do. 


M this Day the Bleſſed Redeemer of the World, 
d fulfil che Predictions of the Prophets, rode 
iin Solemnity to Feruſalem, accompanied with 
— the Shouts and Acclamations of the People, 
Proclaiming both His Majeſty and Divinity. But this 
ſhort Pomp was only to lead the fatal way to His Executi- 
on; Hoſannah to the Son of David was to be chang'd into 
Crucify Him, Crucify Him: That Ungrateful and Cruel 
City, wherein He went about Doing Good, and for the 
Converſion of which He had wrought ſo many Miracles, 
was now, on the View of its Impending Ruin, Water d 
with His Tears, only in order to be Drench'd in His Bloud; 
and That which had been ſo long che Slaughter-Houſe of 
the Prophets, was to compleat the Meaſure of its Iniquity, 
by the Barbarous Murder of the Laſt and Greateſt, the 
Me/ſjiah. For Our Meditations upon which Mournful 
Subject the Church having ſer apart this Holy Week, 1 
ſhall Treat upon the Sublimeſt Act of his Paſſion, His Dy- 
ing Prayer on the Croſs; to Teach us to follow the Great 
3 Example 


2 The Duty of Praying for Our Enemies. 


Example of his Humility, Patience, and molt extenſive 
Charity. 


It is the peculiar Honour and Privilege of that Religion 


which He thus Seal d with His Bloud, not only to propoſe 
to the World a Body of Laws exceeding all Others, in 
Raiſing Humane Nature to its higheſt Dignity and Perfe- 
ction; but alſo to prevent all Cavils about the Difficulty 
of Obedience to it, by Appealing to that Conſummate and 
Viſible Demonſtration of it in the Perſon of the Legiſla- 


tor himſelf. All other Inſtitutions of Morality fell as 


ſhort of this Recommendation, as even Their Com- 
pilers did of thoſe faint Rules of Vertue they Enjoyn d 
their Proſclytes. Ev'n Moſes, who Receiv'd his Re- 
velation immediately from God, whom he had the Ho- 
nour to Converſe with Face to Face, ſtands Recorded in 
his own Hiſtory for a ſad Monument of Human Frailty, 
an Exception to his own Meek, (Character, and as 'twere 
a Blot upon that Holy Table He himſelf Deliver d. But 
in the Goſpel and its Bleed Author there ſhines ſuch a Mu- 
tual Harmony and Conſent, that the Doctrine is always 
Legible in the Performance; and His Actions are the beſt 
Comment on his Religion, He is a Prophet as Mighty 
in Deed as in Nord; He is both the Way and the Light, 
the Road and the Guide, the Precept and the Example; 


in a Myſterious Hypoſtatic Union, Himſelf both. as God 


Commanding Man, and as Man perfectly Obeying God. 
As His whole Life was but One continued Proof of the 
Reaſon and Equity of His Injunctions, ſo Ne ſeems in 
His Death to have carry d the Practice of them to the 
moſt Exalted and Tranſcendent Pitch. Here that Patience 


and Meekneſs, that Humility and Condeſcenſion, that Con- 


flancy 
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ftancy and Perſeverance, that entire Submiſſion to the Di. 


dine Will, that tender Love towards the worſt of Enemies 


in Forgiving and Praying for them, which He ſtrictly 
preſcribes his Followers, were moſt eminently conſpicu- 
ous in our Lord and Maſter. Innocence and Vertue ne» 
ver appear with ſuch Luſtre and Advantage, 'as when 
They are ſhaded with Adverſity and Oppreſſion. The 
Croſs was the Proper Place from whence its Doctrines were 
to be Dcliver'd ; and whilſt Our Saviour hung Extended 


upon it, His Body ſeem d to Preach as effectually as His 
Soul 5 and every Bleeding Wound pour d forth the moſt | 


Moving Arguments to Recommend to Others that Bitter 
Cup, which He himſelf fo plentifully drank of. Under 
this humble and moſt ſorrowtul Condition that Human 
Nature loaden with the moſt exquiſite Pain and Miſery 
can ſuſtain, He gives the Finiſbing- Strobe (tho' in a 
different Senſe) to his Life and Goſpel at once; and be- 
qucaths This His Dying-Legacyto the World, as the high- 
eſt Bleſſing He could leave it, and the moſt endearing 
Pledge of his Love, in this Pathetical Ejaculation for His 
Implacable Murderers; Father Forgive Them, for They 
know not what They Do. 

Theſe Words may be Conſider d not only in Particu- 
lar, as a Deprecatory Prayer of Our Bleſſed Lord utter'd 
on His Crucifixion in Behalt of thoſe malicious Jews, who 
had now brought Him to this Ignominious and ande- 
ſerved, tho' meritorious Death, that God would Forgive 
Them this horrid Fact, as Sinning out of Ignorance; but 
muſt be underſtood in His Example to Contain and Pre- 
ſcribe a General Duty to the Imitation of All His Diſciples, 
of Praying for Their Enemies, at all Times, and under ” 

B 2 the 
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4 The Duty of Praying for Our Enemies. 


the molt Oppreſſte Circumſtances. Which Great and Su- 
blime Duty, as he firſt Preach'd it on the Mount, and 
33% Praflisd it on the Croſs, being the Perfection of 
Chriſtianity, and the moſt elevated Strain of Heroic Pie- 
ty, fit to Crown, and Conclude the Life and Actions of 
the World's Redeemer, I ſhall from hence endeavour to 
State, Explain, and Enforce from all the moſt weighty 
Motives, and Arguments it is Built upon. And, 


I. Firſt, J ſhall ſhew wherein the Duty of Praying for 

Our Enemies conſiſts, as conſider d in itſelf; toge- 
ther with what it antecedently Implies, and Pre- 
ſuppoſes. 


II. Secondly, I ſhall endeavour to Illuſtrate it from the 


Example of Our Blefled Saviour, view 'd under all 
its ſad Aggravations, and Inſtructive Circumſtances. 
III. Thiraly, I ſhall ſettle its Juſt Extent and Obligation; 
Anfwering thoſe Objections it may ſeem liable to, 
and Preſcribing it within thoſe Limitations and Re- 
ſtrictions it muſt Admit of. 
IV. Fourthly, I ſhall produce the Reaſons and Motives 
upon which this Duty is Founded, with a particular 
View to That contain'd in the Text. 


But before I enter upon the Proſecution of this Matter, 
it may be previouſly requiſite to Obſerve 

1. Why Our Blefſed Lord Addrefles Himſelf to God in 
the Appellation of Father. 

2. Why He Prays to His Father for that which ſeems to 
have been in His Own Power to have Perform d. 


tt, 


1. And firſt, it is Remarkable that This Appellation of 
Father (cems by the frequent Repetition of it, in molt of 
Our Saviour's Prayers, to be That which He chiefly De- 
lighted in; and may here be Suppos d to be more particu- 
larly made Uſe of upon a Double Account. 1. In Reſpect 
of His Divinity, Becauſe as our Bleſſed Lord was the Only 
begotten Son of God, now offering himſelf upon the Croſs, 
as an Oblation and Sacrifice tor the Sins of the Whole 
World; He may ſeem to plead by Vertue of His Filiation, 
for the Efficacy and Satisfaction of That Great Attone- 
ment He was now making even for His worſt Enemies: 
herein Reconciling Them, and All Mankind to God the 
Father, to whom They had Forfeited that Mercitul and 
Glorious Relation by Rebellion and Apoſtacy, and to 
which they were now to be Reſtor d, by That Myſterious 
Adoption which was to be Obtain d through the Merits of 
his Blood. And thus as God the Son, He Addreſſes Himſelt to 
God the Father. 2. With Reſpect to His Humanity; as He 
was here the Great Prophet, Founder, and Type of His 
Church, Reconciling it not only to God, but by This Bleſ- 
{cd Example of the moſt aſtoniſhing Charity, Reconciling 
all its Members One to Another; teaching Them not on 
ly to Forgive Each Other their Offences, but in humble 
Imitation of Himſelf to become as twere Saviours (tho in 
a very Inferiour Senſe) to One Another, Interceding to 
God for Their moſt Implacable Enemies. From whence 
We may draw a Clear Solution to the Second Obſerva- 
tion; namely, * 

2. Why Our Bleſſed Lord here Prays to His Father for 
That which ſeem'd in His Own Power to perform; to wit, 


that tho He was very God, and had the Power of Remiſ- 
| * {ion 
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ſion of Sins, as well upon the Crols as in other Places, as 
He Himſelf Teſtify d and Practis d, and might freely, and 
from Himſelf, ſfpontancouſly have Abſoly'd Them, with- 
out any farther Interceſſion; yet as He was now both 
Prieſt, and Sacrifice too, it became Him, having not as 
yet Perfected the Great Work of Our Redemption, not to 
Pronounce Pardon. in an Authoritative Manner, but by 
way of Petition, and Supplication to Implore the Divine 
Mercy for His Perſecutors. He did not (ſays St. CHhryſoſtom) 
Pray to the Father, as if He could not Himſelf Abſolve Them 
from That Great Tranſgreſſion ; but that He might Inſtruct 
Us not only by Word, but alſo by Example to Pray for our Per- 
ſecutors. Had He not Deliver'd this Charitable Interceſſion 
in the midſt of His Agonies; the Jewiſh Spectators might 
have taken Occaſion to Revile His Doctrine. Thoſe 
Sworn and peſtilent Enemies of it, the Scribes and Phari- 
ſees, might have Retorted that Sharp Invective upon Him; 
Do not after His Works, for This Man ſaith and doth not, 
Mat. 23. He binds heavy Burdens, and Grievous to be Born, 

3»4 and layeth them on Men's Shoulders, but He Him- 


ſelf will not Move them with One of his Fingers. He Impoles, 


might they have ſaid, ſuch hard Injunctions, of Patience 
and Charity upon Us, as are altogether Unreaſonable and 
Impracticable. But here was an Appeal to the Senſes for the 
Truth of His Doctrine; here was an Argument that even 
the Obſtinacy and Infidelity of a Bigotted and Wayward 
ew could not withſtand, that ſtruck All his Adverſaries 
Dumb, and left the World without Excuſe, if they did 
not follow the Great Pattern (et before Them, or ſhould 
r cfuſeto Do, and Suffer, what even the Son of God did not 
diſdain to Submit to. 

Having 
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| Having thus clear'd the way to the Duty contain d in 
the Text by Premiſing theſe Neceſſary Obſervations, I pro- 
ceed now 
I. Firſt, toShew wherein the Duty of Praying for Oar 
Enemies conſiſts, as conſider d in it ſelf, together with 
what it antecedently Implies and Preſuppoſes. 
Now before any Perſon can be ſuppos d to Pray at all 
for Another, it muſt be taken for granted that He is in 
Perfect Charity with Him Himſelf; that He has not only 
entirely diſcarded all Reſentments of any Injuries, and 
Wrongs, Affronts and Abuſes of all kinds that He may 
poſſibly have Receiv'd from Him in a State of Enmity, but 
alſo ſo clearly to have Purg d his Soul of the whole Leaven 
of Malice, that the very Seeds and Principles of Rancour 
and Revenge lye Dead and Buried within Him. Others 
wiſe what a provoking Affront does He himſelf Offer to 
God, who dares thus Hypocritically to Mock, Him with 
His Lips, when His Heart is thus far from Him? who 
comes with a Mouth breathing forth the gentle Spirit of 
Charity and Forgiveneſs, and has nothing but Hatred and 
Vengeance raging in His Breaſt? Who Pretends to Re- 
concile Another unto God, to whom He is not Reconcil'd 
Himſelf ? This is ſuch abominable Prevarication with 
our Omniſcient Maker and Searcher of Our Hearts; that 
tis to be hop'd nothing profeſſing the Name of a Chri- 
ſtian, or that believes there is that God He pretends to 
invoke, can poſſibly be guilty of. But not only theſe 
Real, Inward Inſtances of our Sincere Charity are requir'd 
to qualify Us to Intercede for our Enemy; but before 
We can put up Our Petitions to Heaven for Him, We 
muſt have expreſo d it in all our Outward Actious towards 
| | Him 


8 The Duty of Praying for Our Enemies. 
Him here on Earth: and not think lazily to Shift off Our 
Duty on God, and to Relieve Our Adverſary with empty 
Words and Ejaculations, inſtead of Actual Demonſtrations 
of Our Kindneſs, and Compaſſion. It is not ſufficient to 
requite His Curſes with Bleſſings , his Slanders with Com- 
pliments, and his Reproaches with Civility ; but does He 
hunger ? We muſt Feed Him. Does He Thirſt ? We muſt give 
Him Drink, Is He Naked ? We muſt Cloath Him. Is 
He in Diſtreſs, Danger or Difficulty > We muſt Aſſiſt, 
Adviſe, and Reſcue Him: and in a word Contribute to the 
utmoſt of Our Power to the Benefit or Advantage of 
His Soul and Body, Life, Eſtate, Reputation, or Family. 
And this too without Grudging as of Neceſjity; without 
Inſulting or Upbraiding His Errors or Misfortunes, or 
ſetting the leaſt Merit on our own Charitable Perfor- 
mances. Now when a Man has thus Generouſly Ac- 
quitted Himſelf here Below, in all the Real Offices of 
Love and Humanity to his Enemy ; He may then, and 
not before, Preſume to Solicit His Cauſe in the Court 
Above; where He is to Preſent him under the Threefold 
reſpect, of a Sinner againſt God, a Sinner againſt Our 
ſelves, and as Reconcilable to Both. And upon theſe 
Accounts We are oblig'd to Pray, Firſt, for His Par- 
don for All His Actual, or Intended Injuries, with a Re- 
queſt that Our Nemiſſion may be accepted by God as a 
Means, or Motive at leaſt to obtain His. Secondly, that 


| God would Turn his Heart, take away his Prejudices, and 


Reconcile Him to Us by his Spirit of Love, Unity and Con- 
cord. Thirdly, Thar thus being fully Pardon'd by God and 
Man, He may be Bleſſed by Both in all Happineſs, 


Spiritual and Temporal. Theſe are the Antecedent Con- 
ditions 


— 
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ditions requiſite to, and the Subſtance of this Duty of Pray- 
ing for our Enemies; which if ſo fully and truly perform d. 
with ſuch Pious, Heavenly, and Endearing Diſpoſitions 
of Soul, cannot but be highly pleaſing to God, as moſt 
agreeable to his Bleſſed Nature, and that Wiſdom ha 
7 Meekneſs that cometh from Above, which is Pure,, 
eaceable, Gentle, and Eaſy to be Entreated, full of Mercy 
and Good Fruits, without Partiality, and without Hypocriſy. 
Bur this Duty will appear in its moſt Glorious Light, if 

We come 
II. Secondly, To Illuſtrate it from the Example of Our 
Bleſſed Saviour view'd under All its ſad Aggravations, 
and Inſtructive Circumſtances. f 
Tho” the whole Life of Our Bleſſed Lord, from His 
Birth in the Manger, till his Death upon the Croſs, was 
but One continued Demonſtration of his Doctrine of 
Patience under Injuries, and Love towards Enemies; yet 
{ſince the Time wou'd fail Me to trace through all that 
Melancholy Series of Troubles and Diſaſters, conſiſting 
of ſuch Variety of Afflictions as befel the moſt Oppreſs d 
Innocence, labouring under the moſt extream Hardſhips 
of Poverty, Diſgrace, and Perſecution; I ſhall confine 
my Obſervations chiefly to the Hiſtory of this Days 
Goſpel, that We may Practiſe the Precept of the Epiſtle ; 
that his Mind may be in Jou, which was alſo in phil, . 
Chriſt Jeſus, who being in the Form of God, thought © 
it not Robbery to be equal with God: but made himfelf of no 
Reputation, and tool upon Him the Form of a Servant, and 
was made in the Likeneſs of Men : and being found in Faſhion 
as a Man, He humbled himſelf, and became Obedient unto Death, 
even the Death of the Croſs. 1. the Son of God to Dye 
, Uke 
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like a common Mortal, ſcems a ſufficient Humiliation 
but to Dye for our Sins, ſuch a Shameful, Bitter, and 
Accurſed Death, with all the Horrible and Reproachful 
Circumſtances attending it, was enough to have ſhock d 
| Reaſon, and confounded Human Nature, had it not been 
! ſupported by the Union of the Divine. And here let us 
contemplate the Bleſſed Jeſus in the Three Laſt Diſcon- 
folate and Diſmal Scenes of His Life. 
1. Under His Seiſure on Mount Olivet, 
2. Under His Arraignment in the Zaudgment-Hal, 
| 3. Under His Execution on Mount Calvary. 
| And take along with Us in Our Obſervations, His 
{ Threefold Character, anſwering to Theſe Three Great 
Actions. 
1. That He was the Greatcſt Benefactor to Mankind 
the World ever receiv'd. 
' 2. That He was the moſt Innocent Perſon that was 
| eyer Try'd, and yet Condemn'd as a Malefactor. 
3. That He was their King, Prieſt, and Prophet, the 
Meſliah, and Only Son of God. 
| Theſe Contraries being fer in Oppoſition to each 
| other, will render This Divine Example more 1lluſtrious ; 
it will make it ſhing out in its full Glory on the Compa- 
| riſon of the moſt Execrable Provocations of His Enemies 
on the One Hand, and the no leſs Adorable Patience of 
Chriſt on the Other. 2 
1. Bchold then Our Bleſſed Lord Proſtrate on the 
Mount, Interceding with His Incens'd Father for the 
Redemption of the World; and with ſuch earneſt Im- 
portunity, with ſuch ſtrong Crying and Tears, preſſing His 
Requeſts, that in this Convulſive Agony and Pang of 


Deyo- 


| 


| 
| 
1 
| 
| 
| 
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Devotion, his Soul is ſaid to be exceeding ſorrowful even unto 
Death, to be ſurrounded with * and caſt into ſuch 
violent Conſternation, as to open all the Pores of his Body, 
and to make it to Sweat great Drops of Blood falling down to 
the Ground. Whilſt He is thus Labouring for Our Salva- 
tion, ſee Him Betray'd by one of His Own Diſciples, in- 
to the Hands of thoſe Ungrateful Jews, who had been 
Fed with His Miracles, Heal'd by his Touch, Diſpoſſeſs'd 
with His Voice, and Inſtructed with His Doctrine; and 
againſt whom He might have Commanded down Legi- 
ons of Angels to his Reſcue, and their Deſtruction. 
Yet when He might have ſtruck Them down by the Ma- 
jeſty of his Look (as St. Fohn ſays) not to the 
Ground only, but into their very Graves; inſtead 
of taking Vengeance on them, He Salutes the very 
Traitor by the Name of a Friend, and Works a Miracle 
to Cure the Wounded Ear of one of his Aſſaſſins. 
Well might He have ſaid, for which of My Good Deeds 
are Je come out with Swords and Staves, as againſt a Thief, 
to take Me? 
2. From the Mount let us next attend Him to the Zudg- 
ment- Hall; where We find Him Deny d by One, Forſaken 
by All his Diſciples, and left in the midſt of his moſt 
Implacable Enemies, Thirſting for that precious Blood, 
they had ſo long conſpir'd againſt. After He is Hur- 
ry'd from Caiaphas to Pilate, from Pilate to Herod, and 
from Herod to Pilate again, He 1s at laſt brought to a 
Mock-Tribunal of Juſtice, Arraign'd as the Worſt ot 
Criminals, Accus'd as a Tranſgreſſor of all Laws Humane 
and Divine, as a Preacher of Sedition and Treaſon,” per- 
verting with falſe Doctrine the People from their Allegi- 
by C2 ance 


c. 18. v. 6. 
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ance to their lawful Sovereign, denying Tribute to Cæ- 


far, having a Deſign upon the Crown, uſurping Royal 


Authority, and the Title of a King, intending to over- 
throw Their Temple and Religion, and being Guilty of 
the moſt execrable Blaſphemy, in aſſuming the Prero- 
gatives of God, and in a word, render'd as Black in all 


his Character, as the Fnvy and Virulence of his Perjur'd 


Accuſers, or the Malice of the Devil could repreſent 
Him. And at laſt tho' not Convicted, He is Condemm d, 
againſt the Will, Conſcience, nay Confeſſion of his 
Corrupted Judge; and a Sentence extorted upon Him to 
ſatisfy the Outrage and Clamours of a mad Sanhedrim. 

3. Come We now to the concluding Scene of this 
Aſtoniſhing Tragedy. After the Preference of a moſt 
Netorious Robber before Him, and the Shame and Igno- 
miny wherewith they had Vex d his Righteous Soul; the 
Tortures they inflicted on his tender Body, were no leſs 
full of Pain and Diſgrace. After the Ploughers had 
plough'd on His Back, and furrom d it with thoſe Bloody 
Stripes, by which We are healed; Behold Him Array'd in 
the Mock-Majeſty of a King; his Sacred Temples 
Crown'd with a ſharp Diadem of Thorns, his Hand 
filbd with a Reed for a Ludicrous Scepter, his Body in 
Ridicule cover'd with an Imperial Robe, his Face ſpit 
upon whilſt the Knee 1s bow'd to Him, and his Holy 
Head bruisd with the Enſigns of His Own Domi- 


nion. This was only Preparing and. Dreſſing the Sacri- 
fice for the Altar; where Lo! the Innocent Victim is 


now Laid, Oppreſſed . Afflicted, Bleeding, Dying! 
lab He is brought as a Lamb to the Slaughter, and as a 
937% Sheep before Her Shearers is Dumb, ſo he openeth nat 


His 


— 


rr -— 5 ww» De 


The Duty of Praying for Our Enemies. 13 


His Mouth. Let Us with the Eyes of Faith contemplate 
here the Redeemer of the World ſtretched out on the 
Croſs, and Hanging upon His Own Wounds betwixt 
Thieves, having all his Senſes exercis'd with the moſt 
exquiſite Torments, His Head pierc'd with Thorns, His 
Hands and Feet with Nails, His Sides with a Spear, His 
Mouth fill d with Gall and Vinegar, His Ears with 
Taunts and Reproaches on His Divinity, and His Eyes 
with the Inſolence, Contempt, and Deriſion of his Per- 
ſecutors : And Above all theſe the Unknown, Inexpreſſi- 
ble, nay, Inconceivable Sufferings of His Soul. Surely 
in the midſt of ſuch Pain and Miſery, Human Nature 
might be allowd a little co Murmur and Complain, 
and Vent its Paſſion and Reſentment upon ſuch Inhu- 
man and Cruel - Enemies. Yet He openeth not His 
Mouth unleſs it be in Bleſſings, and in this Compaſſio- 
nate Prayer for Their Pardon, Father, Forgive T hem, for 
They. know not what They do. Thus Fulfilling that remar- 
kable Prophecy of Him, He hath Pour d out His it. c 5. 
Soul unto Death, and He was Numbred with the 
Tranſgreſſors, and He bare the Sin of Many, and made 
Interceſſion for the Tranſgreſſors. | | 
Now can We without Concern hear theſe Laſt Words, 
and remember, the exceeding Great Love of Our Maſter ani 
only Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. thus Dying for Us, and the Innu- 
merable Benefits. which by His Precious Blood. ſbedding Hs 
hath Obtained to Us, and not reflect that thoſe things are 
written for Our Inflrufion ; that the ſame Mind. ſhould be in 
Us that was in Chriſi Jeſus, that We are to take up Our 
Croſs and follow Our Crucify'd Redeemer, in this Glo- 
rious Example of Charity, that We ſhould do as He has 


done 
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done to Us: That with the fame Patience, and Long- 
ſuffering, the ſame Calmneſs and Serenity, the ſame 
Meekneſs and Pity, the ſame Love and extenſive Bene- 
volence We ſhould treat Our moſt Inveterate Adverſa- 
ries * Looking unto the Bleſſed Feſus, the Author 
and Finiſher of our Faith, who for the Foy that was 
ſet before Him, endur d the Croſs, deſpiſing the Shame, and 
is ſer down at the Night- Hand of the Throne of God; who 
as He was Reconcil d to Us when we were Enemies unto 
Him, ſo are We bound to Conſider Him who Endur'd ſuch 
Contradition of Sinners againſt Himſelf that We be not wea- 
ried and faint in ur Minds, in thePractice of this Difficule 
Pet. 2. and Excellent Duty. For even hereunto are We call'd 
1, & becauſe alſo Chriſt ſuffer d for Us, leading Us an Ex- 
ample, that We ſhould follow his Steps; Who lid no Sin, 
neither was Guile found in His Mouth ; who when He was 
Neil d, Revil'd not again, when He Suffer d, He Threa- 
rend not, but committed Himſelf to Him that Fudgeth 
righteouſly, His Soul expiring in Prayer for His Ene- 
mies. f n 

After ſuch a moving Example, ſo full of all 
the Force of Reaſon and Eloquence, viſibly ſetting 
forth the Nature, in the Practice of this Duty, in every 
Particular, under ſuch horrid Circumſtances and Aggra- 
_. vations as can ſcarce be the Lot of any other Perſon 
beſides the Son of God; can there remain the Leaſt 
Shadow of an Objection to Deter Us from the Humble 
Imitation of it as far as the Common Conditions of 
Our Lives may require? It may poſſibly be Pleaded in 
Excuſe, that Jeſus Chriſt being the Son of God, and en- 


dued with all the Powers of the Divinity, and wo 
a 


Heb. 12. 2. 
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all the Graces of the Holy Ghoſt dwelling in Him, 
with the Fulneſs of the Godhead Bodily, was thereby En- 
abl'd to Riſe to the utmoſt Pitch of this Heroic Duty; 
but that Mere Man, Fleſh and Blood with all its Infir- 
mities about it cannot come up to This Perfect Man, this 
Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs of Chriſt. It muſt 
indeed be confels'd, that This is a Duty of ſuch an Exal- 
red Strain, as cannot caſily be Attain'd to without much 
Reluctancc of Human Mature in its corrupted State; 
that it will require the utmoſt Efforts of Reaſon aſſiſted 
with Great Degrees and Succours of the Divine Grace to 
Raiſe the Soul to this Diſpaſſionate, Mortify'd and Self- 
Denying Temper, which nothing but an Habitual Ap- 
plication to God in continual Prayer can Accompliſh. 
But however We muſt alſo remember that Our Saviour 
as Man was ſurrounded with all the Inſirmities of Our 
Nature, Sin only excepted; that he had a much quicker: 
Senſe of Sufferings, of Shame, Pain, and Afffictions 
than We poſſibly can have. So though We cannot 
Preſume to arrive at that Perſection of Divine Grace 
and Charity which He did; yct that every Good Chri- 
{tian who ſincerely endeavours to follow his Unparal- 
lell'd Example, ſhall be Enabl'd to do what is accepta- 
ble to God through him towards it, and that the Bleſ- 
ſed Spirit who ncver fails to Hear and Aſſiſt Our Devo- 
tions under all Difficulties, will not be wanting in this 
Preſſing one, is moſt indiſputably certain. But becauſe 
We are apt to lay hold on any Excuſes to ſhift off 
Our Duty, as well as to Miſtake in Our Right Appre- 
henſions of it, I proceed to my Third General Head 5. 


Namely, 11 15 
10 
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III. To ſettle Its Juſt Extent and Obligation; and to 
| Anſwer Thoſe Objections it may ſeem liable to, and 
to Preſcribe it within thoſe Limitations and Reſtrictions 
it muſt Admit of. This is a hard Saying, who can bear it? 

fays the Man of Honour, that meaſures his Duty by his 
Sword; and had rather Sacrifice His Soul than His Re- 
venge. If this is Our Indiſpenſable Duty, ſuch Fooliſh 
| "Clemency, ſay They, will but Encourage the Malice of 
Our Enemies, and lay Our Selves Open and Unguarded 
to their Aſſaults. Beſides that it ſeems to entrench up- 
on, or ſuperſede the Fundamental Law of Nature, 
Self. Preſervation, and to Betray our Perſons, Rights, 
and Properties to the Abuſe, Violence or Uſurpation of 
any Bold or Impious Invader. Such Mercy and Impu- 
nity ſeems contradictory both ro Law and Reaſon, by 
ſuppoſing Courts of Judicature Unneceſſary, if not IWegal 
in their Uſe; and ſo Deprives Us of the Aſſiſtance of Ju- 
ſtice, and not only tends to the Loſs of Private Perſons,, 
but to the Diſadvantage of the Publick, Either We 
cannot Right Our Selves in the Proſecution of an Ene- 
my, or this Duty ſeems Inconſiſtent with it, that We 
ſhould Hypocritically pretend to Pray for the Pardon 
of him againſt whom We are actually Engag'd. In 
anſwer to this tis ſufficient to ſay, That Chriſtian Charity 
dos not in the leaſt Debar Us from any of the Juſt Pri- 
vileges of Human Nature ; neither dos it Forbid Us as 
Men to uſe any Mcthods of Lawful Defence, to Guard 
and Secure Our Lives, Liberties, and Eitatcs from Dan- 
ger, Rapine, and Oppreſſion; that it is not only conſi- 
ſtent with, but Eſtabliſhes the Rules of Juſtice, Equity, 
and Law. Which will fully and cvidently appear, if We 

care- 
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carefully Diſtinguiſh betwixt the Acts f Private Revenge, 
and Afs of Publick Juſtice. The Former of which are ut- 
rerly Repugnant to all Religion, and particularly to This 
Duty of Praying for Our Enemies; for it would turn Our 
very Prayers into Sin, (as I have ſhew'd before) but with 
the Latter it is highly Reconcileable. To make this 
Matter clear, We muſt conſider Our Enemies under a 
Double Regard : | | | reps! 

1. As They Relate-to Vs in Particular 
2. As They Relate to the Pablick; the Church, or 
State. | kn 
1. As They Relate to Us in Particular, We muſt Di- 
finguiſh betwixt Our Enemy's Perſon and his Actions; 
the One is Inviolable, and We are Oblig'd not only to 
Treat it without Anger and Paſſion, fo as, if poſſible, to 
Win and Reclaim Him by Kindneſs and Condeſcenſion; 
bur always to Pray for him under the very worſt Condition 
of Hoſtility. And this We may do, and yet endeavour 
ro Redreſs the Other by all Legal Means, without Hatred 
or Revenge, with a Forgiving and Placable Temper ; nor 
ſo much to Gratify Our Own Spleen, as to Repair the 
Injury, with the Leaſt Inconvenience We can to Our 
Adverſary; and to Receive His Wrongs and Abuſes, ra- 
ther with Pity and Compaſſion, than Reſentment and 
Indignation. Thus far Our Religion Obliges us to go, to 
Labour with God and Man for the Converſion of Our 
Enemies, and, as much as lieth in Ds, 10 Live Peaceabiy 
with All Men. But ſome, out of a Miſtaken Notion of 
Chriſtian Charity, would carry this Sublime Duty to à 
Pitch, that neither Reaſon nor Religion Juſtifies, and 
which indeed is ſo far from Both, as to be utterly In- 
eng. - | conſiſtent 
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conſiſtent with Common Senſe, and Prudence; I mean that 
Wretched Folly and Credubty af Jruſſing Our Enemies 
(an Act of Havour due only, next to that Supream Being 
We arc always to Confide in, to aur very, Beſt and moſt 
Approv d Friends,) as if We cauldiſhew Qur Recancilia- 
tion by nothing but Hazarding Our Ruin, and Qur only 
way to Demonſtrate Hur Love to Our Enemies were in an 
Utter Hatred to Our Selves. This may indeed proceed 
from the Innocenq; of the Dave; but certainly is without 
the Caution and Miſclom of the Serpent. Hear the Son 
of Sirach ſpeaking from the Hiſtory, and Experience at 
ET, cor, the World. Newer Truſt Thine Enemy (ſays he) 
v.19, Ce for like as Iron Ruſieth, ſo. is dbis Wickednefs. Tho 
He Flamble Himfelf, and go Crouching, yet take good Hleetl, 
and Beware of Him; and Thou , be unto Him, as if 
Thou hadi Wip'd a 2 aud I hou ſhalt thnow that 
His Ruſt hath not been altegether Mipid ama. Set Him 
nt by Thee ; leſt when He bath Owerthrown Thee, He 
Rand p in Thy Place: Neither let Him Sit at Thy Right 
Hand; leſt He ſeek to tule Thy Seat, and I hou at the Laſt 
remember My Words, and be priced therewith. An Enemy 
ſpeakerh ſweetly with His Lips; bum in. His Heart He ima- 
gineth ger T 17250 into a Pit Po will W, _— | 
Eyes ; if He find" Opportunity, He will not be ſatisfied 
with Blood. 4 Adverſity come upon Tee, I hou Jbalt find 
Him there firſt ; and tho He pretend to Help Thee, yet 
ſhall He Undermine Thee. He will ſhake. His Head, and 
clap His Hands, and Whiſper much, und change ##is Coun- 
tenauce. No Religion ſurely Obliges Us to Expeſe Our 
Selves to Our Enemies; We may Pray for Them witliout 
putting Our Eives and Fortunes into thoſe Hands, wane 
| | perhaps 
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erhaps' want only am Opportunity to thruſt a Dagger 

— . Heurti We may beg Mercy' tor Them from 
God, without Laying Our Selves at Their Mercy z whicir 
generally will be found to be Cruel. Ti 
| Secondly, We are to conſider Our Enemies, ., as 

they relate to the Publick.z. the Church; or State. Wardy 
regard to which it may be aſſerted as an undoubred 
Maxim; that This Chriftian Charity does by no means 
— or extend it = to N ny 
Publick: Juſtice, or any way Oblige ſtratotg. or Por- 
ſons in Authority to Forgive Criminals, or pals by Offen 
ces thar- violate the Common Peace ; or break in upon 
the Laws off Societies, and Demand Publick Reſtraint 
and Correction. To theſe, as properly the Immediate: 
Vicegerems of God Himſelf, Vengeame belongethy and 
They bear the Sword in vain, if They Neglect Their Du 
ty, and Detray Their Truſt and Juriſdiction in a cowardly 
Connivance at, or Impunity of ſuch Malefactorg, as are. 
a Reproach to the Nation. Where Religion, or Govern- 
ment is Aſſaulted by Ill Principles, or NRebellious Prafli- 
ces, tis the Miniſter's, and: Magiſtrate's Duty to ſtand upy 
and Fence againſt Both, and Pronounce/ and Execute 
Wrath againſt them; and 'tis:no-lefs:the Duty of every 
Private Subject to Aſſiſt Them with Their! Prayers, and: 
to Implore Juſtice upon ſuch Enemies of! God and Our 
Country. And tho' at the ſame time We Pray for their 
Comderſion, as well as Detection; We muſt remember 
that We are Bound by a Superior Rule of Charfty, and 
Duty to the Conſtitution of wich Me are Members, to 
Beſeech · God in t hie Excellent Words of Our 'Charchy> to 
Abate Their Pride, Aſwage 4 Malice, an Confounet 
"a heir, 
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- Their Devices; ſtill Confining Our Deſires to the Gene- 


ral Good, without any ſecret or, Bye-Reſpect to Our 
Selves, and, as much as We can, Diſtinguiſhing: Their 
Malice from Their Perſons; which if They will not take 
care to Separate likewiſe Themſelves, We muſt Leave 
them to the Diſpoſal of Divine Providence, and the De- 
terminations of Human Fuſtic e. 
To proceed: To avoid farther Miſtakes in This 
Matter, We are not to Strain this Rule of Charity to 
Our Enemies ſo far, as to Exclude theſc following Li- 
mitations; in all which Caſes, I take it not only to be 
Lawful, but even an Act of the moſt Religious Charity. 
to Pray to God to call Our Enemies to Account, if 
nothing elſe will Convert Them. 
1. That by this Means They may be brought to 
Shame, a due Senſe of Their Crimes, and Compell'd 
to Acknowledge, and Repent of Their Faults; as Da- 
W vid Prays, Fill Their Faces with Shame, that They 
may ſeek, Thy Name, O Lord, | 
2. That Our Own Innocence, which has been Woun- 


ded by Unjuſt Slanders, may be Clear d and Vindicated 


to the World. TTY | | 

3. That the Soul of the Injurious Perſon may be 
Say.'d and Reſtor d by the Sufferings of the Body, and 
by a Temporal Puniſhment He may be brought to a- 
void an Eternal One; leſt, if He be ſuffer'd to go on 
without Controul in the Career of His Sins, He may 
fill. up the Meaſure of Them, and fo cnd 1n a final Ob-, 
duration and Impenitency. 3 4414-03; 4 

4. To prevent and avoid Scandal; for which end Ex- 


communications and Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures are inflicted, - 
| 70 
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to Deliver . an One to Satan for the Deſtructioon 
of the Fleſh, that the Spirit may be ſaved in the 
Day of the Lord Feſus, as the Apoſtle ſays. Under which- 
Sentence if our Enemy juſtly lyes, obſtinately Deſpiſing 
and Defying the Authority and Admonition of the 
Church; He ſhuts Himſelf out of its Pale, cuts 
Himſelf off from the Body of Chriſt, and becomes: 
unto Us an Heathen Man and a Publican. For ſuch a 
deſperate proſcrib'd Apoſtate We may indeed Mourn,. 
as David did for Saul; but whether This is not a Sir 
unto Death, which not only Forfeits but Evacuates Our 
Prayers, may be Doubted ; and therefore, as St. John 
ſays, Ido not ſay that We ſhould Pray for it. Our 1 tp.s.16+ 
Pecitions may be vain and fruitleſs, as God ſays to the 
Prophet Jeremy; Pray not Thou for This People,, 
neither lift up Cry nor Prayer for them, neither Aſs, 
make Interceſſion to me for I will. not hear thee. However 
if this is an Error, 'tis an Error on the {ide of Charity 
to Pray for ſuch Self-Condemn'd Miſcreants ; that, if poſſi- 
ble, they may be ſav.d by ſome temporal. Viſitation on 
them in this Life. EL $81: 7 
Under Theſe Limitations and Reſtrictions, I-ſuppoſe it 
not only conſiſtent. with, but a very kind Act of Charity 
to Our Enemies to beſeech God by the Methods of his 
Providence, for ſuch Good Ends, to bring them to Re- 
pentance. But in reſpe& of Our Own. Private Revenge, 
We ought not in any Caſe whatſoever to Pray God to + 
Viſit their Offences ; but, like Our Saviour in the Text, to 
pray that they may be blotted out of his Book of Remem- 
brance, that they may never Riſe in Judgment againſt 
them Here, or to the Condemnation of them Hereatter..- 
75 Now 


1 Cor. 5. 5. 
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Naw to all that has been: ſaid), it may yet be Obje. 
ctred; That tis Praying for our Enemies ſhews. indeed a 
very Meek, Mercitul, and Good - Natur d Diſpoſition; 
and may look very well in a Chriflian:Charafter:: but that 
Wi have the Examples of very Great, and allowedly Good 
Men to, the direct contrary, and that not only under the 
Legal, but the Goſpel' Oeconomy allo. Moſes, the Meekeſt 
Man on Earth, was ſo highly provok'd by the Sacrile- 
gious Ulurpation and Schiſm of Corah, Dathan, and Abi- 
ram, that: he utter'd! ſuch an-Imprecation againſt Them, 
as: ſent Them down Quick into Hell, and made Them 
the moſt Dreadful Examples, to: all Poſterity, of the Hei- 
nouſneſs of their Sins. David, the Man after God's own 
Heart, tho moſt Mild and Gracious Prince that ever had 


tben Reigu d, has left Us the moſt Bitter Catalogue of 


Curſes om his. Enemies in ſeveral of the Pfalms, and par- 
ticularly: the 69, and 109, that the moſt) Ingemous 
Revenge could Invent: Did not Elijahs Prayer: Bring 


i down Fire from Headen to Avenge, inſtead: of Mercy to 


forgive, his Enomies? And did not Eliſba ſend Wild Bears, 
inſtead of Bleſſings, to His Mockers? Do's not the- 


Angel of: the Lord himſelf not only Curſe, but give an 


Expreſs Warrant to Others to Curſe the Inhabitants: of 
Mero? And are not the Writings of the Prophets full of 
ſuch dire Imprecations againſt the Enemies of: God and 
Religion? But however Theſe Uncharitable Maledicti- 
ons might perhaps be thought to comport well <nough. 
with the State ofi the Jeniſb Law, wherem God'Almighty 
condeſcended to Permit many things for the :Hardnefs: 
of Their Hearts; yet this would not be allow'd under the 
Purity of the Evangelical Diſpenſation. Let Us ä 

ore 
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fore what That fays. Why, ſays Our Bleſſed Saviour, 
Bleſs T hoſe thut Cunfe You, and Pray for Thoſe that Deſpite- 
fully Uſe You, and Perſecute You. And yet how many 
Woes and Execrations did He pronounce againſt the 
Soribes and Phariſees ? St. Naul ſays, being Revi d li Bleſs, 
hetng Perfecuted We Suffer it. Yetdo's not the ſame Apo- 
ſtle ſtrike the Sorcerer E/ymas with Blindneſs ? And do's: 
He not ſay, 1 would They were even cut off that 
Trouble You? And Alexander the Copper- Smith did . Tin. 
Me much. Evil, the Lord. Reward-Him accordling to His 
Works. And did He not Deliver over the Inceſtuous Ner- 
fon, and Hymeneus, and Phileius to Satan, for their Bla(- 
phemy ? St. Peter commands Us not to Render 
Evil for Evil, or Railing for Railing, but a. RF 

rywiſe Bleſing; and yet we know the ſame Apoſtle ſtruck = 

Ananias-and Sapphira Dead upon the Spot for a Lye, ane 

Curs d Simon Magus to Periſh with his Mercenary Offering. 

Are not now theſe Examples of ſuch Great Heroes in Re- 
ligion ſufficient to Cancel this Duty of Praying for Our 

Enemies: If not, to 1 Practice? 

This very plauſible Objection, which 1 have ſtated 
in its full Length, that it might looſe none of its 

Force, will Vaniſh into Nothing; if We conſider, 

that theſe were All Frophets, or Juſpir d Herſont: and ha- 

ving the Gift of Diſcerning Spirits, and the Vice-gerency 
of God Lodg'd in Them, They were Commiſſion d to De- 
nounce the Divine Judgments and Curſes againſt the 

Enemies of Cod and Religion, and ſuch Offenders as 

they ne to be Impenitent: Moſt of which alſo were 

pronouncd as * Prophecies and Predictions in the Future 
Ter FWI. 69 and rog, vpply'd to Fudzs, Acts t. 20. Nn 
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Tenſe, as the Hebrew expreſſes them, not as Prayers in the 
Optative: which is only render'd by That Tenſe, and fo 
often Confounded and Miſtaken by Tranſlators for it. 
And 'till We can produce ſuch immediate Authority and 
Commiſſion from God as theſe Holy Men had by In- 
ſpiration; their Examples are no way ſuited to Our 
Imitation, or ſufficient to Juſtify any Private Revenge. 
And the ſame Rebuke that our Saviour gave to his Diſ- 
ciples, tho expreſſing their Zeal in their Maſter's Quar- 
rel, applying Elijahs Example againſt the inhoſpitable 
Samaritans, may be a very ſatisfactory Anſwer to Us; 
1 or Ze know not what manner of Spirit Je are of ; for 

ße Son of Man came not to deſtroy Mens Lives, 
but to ſave them. | | 

Having now ſhewn the full Extent and Obligation of 
this Duty, and anſwered thoſe Objections it may ſeem 
liable to, and preſcrib'd it within thoſe Limitations it 
muſt admit of; I proceed 
III. Furthly, To Produce the Reaſons and Motives 
upon which this Duty of Praying for our Enemies is foun- 
ded, with a particular View to That contain'd in the 
Text, For they know not what they do. 
. . TheBetraying and Murdering our Bleſſed Saviour was, 
without all Diſpute, the moſt Tranſcendently wicked Acti- 
on that ever was, or can be Committed by Mortal Man. 
And yet when St. Peter comes to Expoſtulate this Mat- 
ter with the Fews, and to Aggravate it with its Horrible 
.aas;, Circumſtances; as that They delivered Him in the 
13» G's Preſence of Pilate, when He was Determin'd to let 
Him go, but they Denied the Holy One and the fuſt, and 
Deſir d a Murderer to be Granted unto. them, and kill'd the 

| | Prince 
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Prince of Life; yet He adds this remarkable Extenuation 
of ſo great a Sin, as if He pointed on this very Prayer of 
Our Bleſſed Saviour, Now Brethren, I wot that 
thro' Ignorance: ye did it, as did alſo your Rulers. 
And agrecably to this, St. Paul ſays, Acts 13. 27. For they 
that dwelt at Jeruſalem, and their Rulers, becauſe they kaew 
Him not, nor yet the Voices of the Prophets which are read 
every Sabbath Day, they have fulfill 'd them in condemning 
Him. And again, 1 Cor. 2. 8, Oc. We ſpeak the Wiſdom of 
God in a Myſtery which none of the Princes of this World 
knew , for had they known it, they would not have crucified 
the Lord of Glory. Not that We muſt here underſtand the 
Apoſtles, as if this Ignorance wholly cxcus'd all of them 
from their Sin, for a moſt damnable Sin it ſtill remain d; 
and therefore they are exhorted to Repent of it, 
and be converted, that their Sins might be blotted. 
out, For this Ignorance of the Perſon of the Meſſiah 
was not in ſome Invincible, but grofly Wilful and Affefted; 
in that they obſtinately /but their Ears to the Scriptures 
read continually in their Synagogues, wherein he was ſo 
graphically deſcrib'd in all the particular Circumſtances of 
His Birth, Life, Death, and Doctrinc, and alſo but their 
Eyes to the Conviction of thoſe miraculous: Signs and 
Wonders that He wrought; which left them inexcuſable in 
not apprehending Him to be the Chriſt, from ſuch palpa- 
ble Arguments, and plain Predictions fulfhIl'd to the mi- 
nuteſt Tittle in Him. But in Others, who had not the 
Aſſiſtances of Learning and Education, the ſtrong Preju- 
dices they lay under, the divine Infatuation that was upon 
ſome, the groſs Blindneſs with which almoſt the whole 
Jewiſh Nation was ſtruck at this time, together with the 

overbearing 
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overbearing Clamours and Rage of the incens'd People, 
driving forward the Perpetration of this horrid Sin, ſo 
leſſen d and qualify d its Guilt in the Sight of God, as to 
render them the Oh ject of His Mercy, and the Subject of 
Our Saviour's gracious Interceſſion; Father Forgive Them. 
for They know not what they do. 

To apply this Argument to Our Sclves by way of Ac- 
commodation. All the Calamities, Affronts, and Sufferings 
that the Be /t of Men can receive from the Worſt of Enemies, 
can never be preſum d to come into Balance, or ſtand 
in Competition with the leaſt of theſe which our bleſſed 
Redecmer underwent. Now if the Ignorance of the Jews 
could be plcaded in their behalf, and alledg d as a Motive 
before God, for the Pardon of ſuch unparallell'd Impieties 
how much more Reaſon have We, poor Mortals, not to 
inſiſt upon our Reſentments, but to be reconcil'd to cach 
other, and to intercede with God for the Forgiveneſs of 
thoſe petty and raſh Offences, which We daily commit 
one againſt another; through that Ignorance, which All, 
even the Wiſeſt of Us, are liable to, through Paſſion, or 
Prejudice, or Inadvertency, or any other Frailty or Infir- 
mity of Our Nature. To one of which Cauſes that Charity 
that beaxeth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, 
endureth all things, will be ever inclinable to impure the 
Little Strife, Variance, and Enmity We meet with in the 
World. It We can once perſuade Our Selves to believe 
that Our Adverſaries don't Offend out of Malicious Wick- 
edneſs; the Sting of the Injury is pluck'c out, and no 
Wound can be made upon ſuch an Inwlnerable Temper , 
which is reſolv d to put the beſt Conſtruction upon all Ac- 
cidents that can befal it. Inſtead of Railing Gall and 
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Bitterneſs, it Provokes unto Love, and to Good Works ; 
and gives the Good Man an Occaſion only of exerting 
His Tenderneſs and Compaſſion. Thus he repreſents 
Things under the Beſt Colours they can bear; and makes 
Favourable Allowances for all Caſualties, and unfortunate 
Incidents, that may work up a Quarrel, where it was ne- 
ver intended. And, generally ſpeaking, the Experience 
of the World convinces us that our Enemy, who is the 
main Butt of Our Spight and Revenge, does the leaſt de- 
ſerve it in Himſelf; being often only the Engine of 
Other Mens Malice, acted by Incendiaries who ſtand be- 
hind the Curtain, and blow up thoſe Flames purely to 
make Their Own Advantages of them. For Enmities u- 
ſually ceaſe, when the Differing Parties come to Under- 
ſtand One another; and if they will hearken to Reaſon, a 
Treaty of Peace is the Natural Conſequence of it. How 
often does it happen that Lycs and Slanders Invented and 
carry'd from One Side to another, and propagated with 
Deſign to fer Men into Feuds and Animoſitics, by nuſre- 
preſenting their Characters, and rendring them Odious, 
(eſpecially amongſt Perſons of Oppoſite Parties or Religi- 
ons,) have entirely been defeated upon due Examination, 
and afterwards proved the ſolid Foundation of Friend- 
ſhip? Theſe muſt neceſſarily be the Happy Effects of 
Calmneſs and Deliberation ; but if Men are reſolv'd, 
right or wrong, without any Heed to Truth or Juſtice, 
raſhly to begin and puſh on Quarrels, and never conſider 
che Grounds, or Conſequences of ſuch unadvis'd and preci- 

itate Actions; We are to conſider that we are unfortunate- 
ly engag d with Mad Men, who in the very Literal Senſe 
of the Words 4nzow not what they do, Like Drunkards in 
| E 2 1 Ren- 
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a Rencounter, they Fight in the Dark; and are for doing 
Miſchief they know not why, and Stabbing the next Man 
they meet for the Crime of being Sober, and in his Wits. 
A Wiſe and Good Man would have nothing to do with 
ſach Enemies, if he could help it; but it it chances to be 
his unhappy Lot, he would rather conſider them as the 
Objects of his utmoſt Pity and Compaſſion, as Demoniacs, 
and Lunaticks, who Challenge Our Prayers (and not Our 
Reſentments) that God would Reſtore Them to their Sen- 
ſes and a Right Mind. Beſides that it very ſcldom fails 
but that ſuch Men do their Own Buſineſs; by purſuing 
their Own Frantick and Wild Meaſures; and work out 
their Own Ruin in the Proſecution of their Adverſaries; 
and like the ers Crucity themſelves. in Crucifying _ 
If this happens, and they fall into Diſtreſs, they are the 
Object of Our Commiſeration; and We ought not to In- 
ſult them on their Fall; but if they are ſucceſsful in their 
Power, (the worſt Caſe for them of the two) they may pro- 
bably never come to a Senſe of their Errors, but go on and 
dye in Impenitence, and ſo juſtly demand Our Prayers and 
lateroeſſions to God in their behalf; Father Forgive Them, 
for They know not what They do. Thus if We take Ignorance 
in the general Import of the Word, as it denotes cither 
Our not underſtanding, not attending to, or not apply- 
ing the Knowledge We have of Our Duty to God, Our 
Neighbour, and Our Selves; it may juſtly be reckon'd the 
chief Source of the Envy, Hatred, and Enmity We find 
in the World. | 
No having done with the Particular Caſe of the Fews, 
as far as We can apply it to Our Se/ves; I come next in 
General. to conſider the Reaſons of this Duty. For tho! 
Qur 
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Our Saviour in the Text,prays tor His Enemies, upon a 
Suppoſition of their Ignorance, it not being to be ima- 
gin d that ſo atrocious a Crime could be Pardon d upon 
any Other Plea; yet this is not to be preſum'd, as the 
| Only Caſe, in A. His Followers, according to His Own 
Doctrine, are to perform the ſame Duty; but they are 
to pray alſo for their Enemies, even when they know what they 
do; when no ſuch Plea as that of Ignorance can be urg d in 
their Bchalf. For Our Lord in His Firſt Precept of this 
kind, delivers Himſelf in General Terms, without Limi- 
tation or Reſerve; Pray for them that deſpitefully uſe Jon 
and per ſecute Jou. 1 hall therefore proceed to conſider 
this Duty of Praying for Our Enemies, under the 7riple Re- 
gard it bears: | 

1. To God and Religion, 

2. To Our Enemies: And, 

3. To Our Selves. | 

1. As to the Regard it bears to God, and Religion. A- 
mong the many Reaſons that might be brought from | 
this Topick, I ſhall ſelect only threc. The firſt is a very co- 
gent One, produc'd by Our Saviour himſelf on the In- 
junction of this Duty; namely, That it is the higheſt I- | 
mitation of the Divine Nature that mortal Man can attain | 
10, and therefore the moſi Glorious PerfeAion of a Chriſtian. 
Pray for thoſe (ſays Chriſt) that deſpitefully uſe you xt. . 
and perſecute you; that you may be the Children of 44, &c. | 
your Father which is in Heaven; for He maketh His Sun to | 
riſe on the Evil, and on the Good; and ſendeth Rain on the 
Juſt, and the Unjuſt. For if you loue them which love you, 
what Reward have you? do not even Publicans the ſame? 
And if you ſalute your Brethren only, what. do ye more than | 
others? 
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others? do not even the Publicans ſo? Be ye therefore per- 
elt, even as your Father which is in Heaven is perfeft. 
e. Or as Sc. Luke varies it, Jour Reward ſhall be 

. x „e. Great; and Te ſhall be the Children of- the 
Higheſt, for He is kind unto the Unthank ful, and to the 
il. Be ye therefore mercitul, as your Father alſo is mer- 
| ciful. As if this ſuperlative Degree of Divine Benigni- 
ty and Goodneſs render d Us the moſt expreſs Image 
of God himſelf; who diſpenſes the common Tempo- 
ral Bleſſings of his gracious Providence, with an univerſal 
Philanthrophy, and Liberality ; without diſtinction of Per- 
{ ſons, even to his moſt Wicked, Ungrateful, and Provoking 
| Fremies. This is therefore a Godlike Vertue, advances our 
| Souls to the highcit Dignity of which they are capable, 
and makes them fit tor the Beatifick Viſion, by Transfor- 
ming Them into the Similitude of the Divine Glory. In 

this ſhall We liken God, and in this Likeneſs (hall 
e be compar d unto Him. For if Love be the 
| fulfilling of the Law; this is certainly the moſt compleat 
fulfilling of Love, and the brighteſt Reſemblance of that 
| bleſſed Being, who 1s Love it ſelf, and who ſeems to de- 
light himfelt in that Amiable, that Adorable, (and if I may 
be allow'd ſo to ſpeak ) darling Attribute his Mercy. [ 
j ſhall cloſe this Point in the Eloquent Words of one of the 
Tue Rerd. Dr. greateſt and molt learned Writers of our 
|. Sh, Vol. 3 Church, on this Subject. When I pray 
Rn as heartily for my Enemy, as I do for my 
| © Daily Bread; when I ſtrive with Prayers and Tears to 
make God his Friend, who himſelf will not be Mine; 
«© when I reckon his Felicity amongſt my own Neceſſities: 
| © ſurely this is ſuch a Love, as in a literal Senſe, may be ſaid 
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to reach up to Heaven. To which Words of this e- 
quiſite Divine and Orator I will preſume to add, could 
only come down from Heaven alſo. Which ſuggeſts a 
ſecond Reaſon this Duty is grounded upon; namely, 
2. That it is the Peculiar Charaferiſtich and Diſtinguiſbl- 
ing Badge of the Chriſtian Profeſſion, above All other Religi- 
ons in the World, This is a Prayer which none but a Chri- 
ſlian can Say; and is the Practice of That New Command: 
ment, by which Our Saviour would have His Diſciples | 
known, and Diſcriminated among Men. It is ſo Obſcure- 
ly Deducible from the Law of Nature, corrupted, as it is; 
that the Wiſeſt Moralifts among the Heathen could never 
Raiſe Vertue to ſuch a Pitch. To be Aveng'd on Our Ene- 
mies, was, in the Opinion of thoſe two Great Genrile Sages, - | 
Ariſtotle, and Tully, not only an Af of Juſtice, but the 
Commendable Property of an Heroick and Valiant Spirit; 
And Mabomet, in that Bloudy Syſtem of Cruelty, Lewdncſe, 
and Blaſphemy, his Alchoran, makes it the neceſſary Cri- | 
terion of a Saint. The Precepts even of the Stoicks, the 
moſt Rigid Sect, could carry Philoſophy no Higher, than 
to the Subduing Our Paſſions, and Patient Enduring all 
Injuries; and even that out of a Stupid Principle of Apa- | 
thy. Human Reaſon could go no farther, till it was Im- 
prov'd, Refin'd, and Perfected by Divine Revelation. And 
even in the Jewiſh Law, this Duty was fo faintly and weak 
ly Inculcated, and ſuch large Allowances Granted to that 
cStubborn and Spiteful People, in the Caſe of Retaliation ; 
that the Rabbinical Gloſſes had not only quite Effac d it, but 
Foiſted a Precept into its Room, in direct Oppoſition to 

it, to Hate Ones Enemy, In contradiction - to war. 5. 

which ſays Our Bleſſed Saviour, I, that is Empha- . g 
tically, 
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_ tically, Iche Greateſt Prophet and Law-Giver that ever 
came into the World, the Great Meſſenger of Peace, the 
Author of the Goſpel, the Covenant of Peace, who came to 
Reconcile God to Man, and Men One to Another, it is I, 
that command You this New Commandment ; Lowe Jour 
Enemies, bleſs them that Curſe You, do Good to Them 
a that Hate You, and Pray for them which Deſpitefully 
| Uſe Jou and Per ſecute You. A Few perhaps might with ſome 
F Difhculty have Forgizen his Enemy; but to Pray for Him, 
and that too when in the midſt of Torments and Perſecuti- 
ons, was ſuch an Evangelical Paradox, as none could enjoin, 
but He who was ſo Glorious an Example of it too. The Pra- 
| Etice of this Duty was ſuch a Shock upon the Primitive Pro- 
ſelytes to Chriſtianity, that nothing Stagger'd Their Faith 
ſo much; and occaſion d that Witty Saying, that Chriſt's 
Praying Lazarus out of his Grave, was not halt ſo great a 
Miracle as His Praying for His Enemies on the Croſs. 
| Yer if we own our ſelves Diſciples of that Croſs, and 
| expect to be Say'd by the precious Blood that was Shed up- 
onit; We muſt Submit to this its peculiar and Indiſpenſa- 
ble Doctrine; We mult not only return Contumelys and 
Reproaches with Silence or Good Language, Injuries 
with Benefits, Curſes with Bleſſings; but We muſt Kiſs 
Our Encmy, when He 1s Angry, tollow the Great Cap- 
rain of our Salvation — all his Sufferings, and 
Pray that even the Mercileſs Hand that Exccutes Us may 
find Mercy. Which leads me to a Third Reaſon, namely; 
3. We arc oblig'd to Pray for Our Enemies, becauſe 
They are the Inſtruments of God's Juſtice, and Providence 
here Below. We ought in general not only to ſubmit to, 
but to Pray that God's Vill may be Done, in all the various 
| > Dif- 
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Diſpenſations of his Power, and Wiſdom in the Govern- 
ment of the World. And as We muſt reſt Aſſur d, that 
the moſt ſeemingly Hard and Rough Adminiſtrations of ic 
are Ordain'd for Good and Prudential Ends, and, if right! 
applied, will infallibly Produce them; ſo are We not only 
for that reaſon to Acquieſce in, but to Thank God for their 
Appointment : Still looking up to the Superiour Agent, 
and Firſt Principle of Motion, that directs all theſe 
Second Cauſes here below; that can bring Light out of 
Darkneſs, over- rule, and, if occaſion be, fer aſide the 
Power and Operations of Nature, and make Her bring 
forth Contrarieties to her Self. This ſettled Notion of the 
Goodneſs and Omnipotence of Providence will at all times 
ſanctify and reconcile the ſevereſt Afflictions and Troubles 
to Us, and not only render Us eaſie under their Preſſures, 
but make Us even Bleſs the Rod that Smites Us, and thus 
Chaſtiſes Us in Mercy for our Benefit and Reformation. 
As all the Sorrows We endure may be Imputed to ſome 
Sins, that have previouſly deſerv d and brought them 
down on our Heads; ſo if We confider them as only Tem- 
poral Puniſhments, inflicted for the 8 of Eternal, 
they muſt be the greateſt Bleſſings God can ſend Us; and 
conſequently Worthy of our Prayers for choſe who axe 
thus Inſtrumental in conveying them to Us When thiſe 
Judgments fall upon Us, and We are deliver d up into the 
Power of our Enemies, We ought not to wreak our Ma- 
lice and Spleen upon Them; but return the meek Anſwer 
of old Eli, It is the Lord, let Him do what feemeth  vsam, 
Him Good': or with Job, the Lord hath given, 3: "8. 
and the Lord hath taken away; Bleſſed be the 
Name of the Lord, When David's Guards 
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ſolicited their King and Maſter to, Avenge the Inv” 
precations of Shemei with the Expence of his Life, and to 
| waſh away His Blaſphemy with his Blood; with what 
inimitable Patience, and Good Nature, does that gentle 
Prince skreen the Traytor from their Vengeance, as being 
a Puniſhment ſent from God upon Him! Ther ſaid Abiſhai 
the Son of Zeruiah, why ſhould this Dead Dog curſe my Lord, 
> Sam. 16. the Hing? let Me go over, I pray Thee,. and take 
9,109. off his Head. And the [ing ſaid, what. have I to 
do with You Je Sons of Zeruiah ? let Him curſe, becauſe the 
Lord hath ſaid unto Him Curſe David: Who ſhall then ſay 
where fore haſt thou done ſo? When God by his Permiſſive 
Providence does not Prevent, or by his Active lets looſe 
codur Enemies upon Us, (as he did Regin, and Pehah againſt 
rꝛg᷑kungs 15. Judah) to Torment and Afflict us for our 
77. Crimes; we ought to eſteem Them the Of- 
ficers and Executioners of Divine Juſtice, and to Treat 
them as Such, leſt haply we, be found even 
to fight againſt God, There cannot through 
the whole Hiſtory both of the Zewiſh, and , Chriſtian 
Church be produc'd two more lively Inſtances of this Duty 

of Praying for Our Enemies under the moſt Galling and 
| vexatious Circumſtances imaginable, than what we read of 
the ne under its State of Captivity, and the Other under 
its Primitive Perſecution. Take the matter thus excellent- 
ly ſet forth in the Words of our Church. © Will you hear 
part of the the , Scriptures concerning this moſt ne- 
Hom.againft * neceſſary Point? I exhort therefore ( ſaith 
Rn" gt. Paal ) that above all things Prayers, Sup- 
« plications, Interceſſions, and Giving of Thanks, 
be had for all Men; for Kings, and all that are in 
DT He: Authority, 
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* Authority z that we may live a quiet and peaceable Life with 
&* all Godlineſs ; For that is Good and acceptable inthe Sight 
f God Our Saviour &c. This is St. Pauls Counſel : And 
* who, I pray You, was Prince over the moſt part of the 
« Chriſtians, when God's Holy Spirit by St Pat's Pen gave 
them this Leſſon? Forſooth Caligula, Claudius, or Mero; 
* who were not only no Chriſtians, but Pagans, and moſt 
cruel Tyrants. Will you yet hear the word of God'to 
* the Jews, when they were Priſoners under Nebuchadono- 
4 ſor King of Babylon, after he had ſlain their King, No- 
« bles, Parents, Children, and Kinsfolks, burned their 
«- Country , Cities, yea Feruſalem it ſelf, and the Holy 
« Temple, and had carried the Reſidue remaining alive, 
« Captives with him into Babylon? Will you hear yet what 
the Prophet Baruch faith unto God's People being in this 
4. Captivity? Pray you, ſaith the Prophet, for the 1 
« Life of Nebuchadonoſor Hing of Babylon, anll . 

for the Life of Balthaſar his Son, that their Days may be as 
* the Days of Heaven upon the Earth, that God alſo may give 
« Us Strength, and lighten our Eyes, that we may live un- 
ger the Defence of Nebuchodonoſor King of Babylon, and 
* under the Protection of Balthaſar his Son; that we may long 
do them Service, and find favour in their Sight. Pray for 
Js alſo'untothe Lord our God; for we have ſinn d againſl 
« the Lord our God. Thus far the Prophet Baruch his words: 
« which are ſpoken by him unto the People of God, of 
that King who was an Heathen, a Tyrant, and cruel 
« .Oppreſlor of them, and had been a Murtherer of many 
* Thouſands of their Nation, and a Deſtroyer of their 
« Country, with a confeſſion that their Sins had deſerv d 
* ſuch a Prince to =o over Them, To whuch I pr 
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add the words of Jeremy to the ſame People under the ſame 
Circumſtances: Seek the Peace of the City whither I have 
RE causd Jou to be carried away Captives, and Pray 

Anto the Lord for it; for in the Peace thereof ſhall 
Ze have Peace. To conclude this Head: As our Enemies are 
ſent us by God (accidentally,and unknowingly as to them) 
for the Scourges of our Sins; they are the great Objects 
of our Compaſſion and Prayers: leſt by being employ'd 
as the Veſſels of. God's Wrath againſt us here, they may by 
their own Injuſtice, Cruelty and Malice, be alſo Inſtruments 
of their own Deſtruction and Veſſels of Eternal Wrath here- 
after. Which brings me, in the next Place, 

2. To conſider farther this Duty, as it regards 

our Enemy Himſelf. PEO | 

1, We muſt ſtill allow Him to be our Brother, and conſe- 
quently intitld to our Affection, and Prayers. For his En- 
mity can never Deprive him of his Humanity, or efface the 
Image of God ſtampt on his Perſon, But perhaps he may be 
join d to us under a nearer and more ſacred Alliance; as he 
15a Member of the ſame Body, as he is Redeem d by the 
ſame Blood, as he is a Servant of the ſame God, and Church, 
as he is a Subject of the ſame Government and Country, and 
involv d in the ſame Common Intereſts and Happineſs with 
our ſelves: Upon all which accounts whatever Injuries or 
Wrongs he may have done us in Private, he can never be 
excluded our Prayers for the Pablicł Good. 

2. Praying for Our Enemy may be the moſt effeflual 
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| Means of His Converſion and Reconciliation Both to God, 


and Our Selves. St. Paul fays, If thine Ene- 
my hunger, feed him; if be thirfls, give him 
Drink; for in ſo doing thou ſhalt heap Coals of Fire — — 

| ead. 
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Head. Now if ſo ſmall a Token of Kindneſs can Molli- 
fy and Melt down the obdurate Heart of a Relenting Ad- 
verſary; certainly ſuch a noble and exalted Inſtance of 
Our Love, when We apply to Heaven in His Behalf, and 
call down Omnipotence to His Succour, is enough to 
break the moſt flinty Conſtitution, and like Maſes s Rod, 
to diſſolve ev'n a Rock of Strife into Tears. Kindneſs and 
Patience may conquer what Force and Power cannot; it 
could diſarm Eſau of his Hatred, and the Syrians of their 
Revenge, and gain that Victory by Friendſhip, which 
never could be obtain d by War. The Amalekites, we 
know, were diſcomfited more by Moſes's Hand held up in 
Prayer, than by the Sword of Zoſhua; which receiv'd all 
its fatal Edge and Execution from the deadly Voice of the 
Prophet. Such is the Power of Prayer, that nothing can 
withſtand it. What Miracles have not been wrought by 
the Interceſſions of thoſe Great Favourites of Heaven, 
Neah, David, Elias, Job, Feremy, and Daniel, whoſe 
Praycrs have ſay'd Nations, diverted the Anger of God, 
and over-rul'd the Powers of Nature? How many Milli- 
ons fell by the bended Knees of an Aſa, Jehoſaphat, or 
Hezekiah ? Could not the Supplications of a Pious Queen 
Eftber Deliver Her People, and even, of a Wicked tho 
Repenting Manaſes, reſtore His Kingdom? If the Prayers 
of Faith can ſave the Sick, and the fervent Effelual james 5. 
Prayer of a Righteous Man availeth much; what Suc- 5 6 
ceſs, may We not promiſe Our Selves, will ſuch efficacious 
Prayers find, that are put up to God for ſo Pious and 
Religious an end as This? They cannot return empty; 
they mult tale Heaven by an holy Violence; and, like Zacob, 


Wreſtle with God, till they Obtain the Bleſſing. So owe: 
erfu 
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erful was this Prayer of Our Saviour upon the Croſs; that, 
as a Learned Prelate Obſerves, in the Space of fifty five 
Days it converted eight Thouſand of His Enemies. And 
very probably to that Affectionate Interceſſion of St. Ste- 
phen (who fo exactly trod in His Bleſſed Maſter's Steps) 
may be attributed the Converſion of Saul, that violent 
Perſecutor of the Church, into Paul the no leſs Zealous Apoſtle 
of it. Who ſaw the Barbarous Murder, and was conſen- 
ting toit, when he heard Thoſe Prayers that would have 
made His Executioners Relent, had not their Hearts been 
harder than the Stones which they pour'd'on His Innocent 
Head. As the quick and wonderful Propagation of the 
Goſpel in the World, under the Gracious Influence of 
God's Spirit and Providence, may be jultly imputed to 
the Zeal Steddineſs, and Reſolution of thoſe glorious 


| Fccleſiaſtical Heroes, that noble Army of Martyrs, who fol- 


low'd Chriſt their Captain in Crimſon Robes, and ſeal'd 
the Faith with their Bloud : So did it Receive no little Ad- 
vancement from the Meckneſs of their Sufferings, and 
that Divine Charity, wherewith they Recommended their 
Perſecutors to God's Pardon and Mercy. Every Page in 
the Sacred Annals ſhines with ſuch Illuſtrious Examples; 
but certainly that which eclipſes all the leſſer Lights of 
the Church, and comes the neareſt up to That Holy Pat- 
tern | have been endeavouring to deſcribe, is that of THE 


. ROYAL MARTYR; whoſe Death, had it Preceded that 
of Zeſus Chriſt, would have ſcem d as true a Type of it, 


as it was the exact Tranſcript and Repreſentation of it af- 
terwards. Whether We conſider the Barbarous Indigni- 
ties He ſuffered in His Life, the Intolerable Inſolence and 
Affronts He.cndurd in His Arraignment, 7ryal, and Con- 
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demnation; or the Shameful and Cruel manner of His 
Execution, as the vileſt of Slaves, and worſt of Malefactors, 
In all which the Hing, and the Chriſlian were ſo well mixt 
and temper d; Majeſty and Humility, Magnanimity and 
Meekneſs, Patience, and Charity, Conſtancy in Faith, and 
Ferdency in Devotion, as would have broken the Hearts of 
any Enemy, but ſuch Implacable Bloud thirſty Savages, 
who were equally bereav d of Humane Nature and Divine 
Grace. Or how could ſuch Monſters, without Shame and 
Confuſion of Face, and Abhorrence of their own deteſta- 
ble Villanies, ſce this Imperial Saint lay down His Crown 


and Life upon the Block, and hear theſe laſt Dying Words? 


* To ſhew you (ſays the Bleſſed King) that Jam a good 


« Chriſtian, ---- I have forgiven all the World, and even 


« thoſe in particular that have been the chief Cauſers of 
« my Death; Who they are God knows, I do not deſire to 


* know, I pray God forgive them. But this is not all; my 
Charity muſt go further; I wiſh that they may repenc,. 


for indeed they have committed a great Sin in that Par: 
« ticular, I pray God, with St. Stephen, that this be not laid 


to their Charge. . Nay, not only ſo, but that they may. 


«* take the right way to the Peace of the Kingdom; for 
My Charity commands Me, not only to Forgive Parti- 
* cular Men, but My Charity commands me to endea- 
«*. your to the laſt gaſp the Peace of the Kingdom. 
Now if We ſhare the Misfortune of this moſt Pious, 
and truly Chriſtian Prince, to contend with ſuch Untracta- 
ble, Ungrateful, and Irreconcileable Enemies, whom no 
Overtures of Reaſon, Kindneſs, or Condeſcenſion can 
perſuade or ſubdue, but who will Incxorably hold out, and 


arc 
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are reſoly d to be deaf both to Our Prayers and Entrea- 
ties, and when We propoſe 7erms of Peace, make themſelves 
ready to Battle; we have Acquitted our ſelves both before 


God and Man ; we have done our Part, and may leave 


chem, as Inexcuſable, to the Diſpoſal of Providence; which 
if it does not convert their Hearts, will at leaſt tie up their 
Hands, and clog the Chariot-Wheels of ſuch 0bdurate Pha- 
7aobs, that they (hall not drive ſo furiouſly againſt Us. But 
cis to be hop'd, tho the World is very wicked, there are 
bur few ſuch Prodigies in Nature to be found! And let 
Us conſider, if Our Praycrs ſhould meet with that happy 
Succeſs we wiſh for and endeavour; what a Bleſſed Com- 
fort and Satisfaction will it be to Us in this Life, to have 
counterplotted and defeated the Devil's Deſigns, to have 


reſcued the Souls of Our Poor Brethren out of eternal 


Perdition, to have made Proſelytes and Servants to God, 
Friends inſtead of Enemies to our ſelves, and Heirs to that 


everlaſting Bliſs and Glory, to which Weentitle Our Selyes 


by this Great Act of Charity. For let Us know, that if 
Ve thus convert a Sinner from the Error of his Way, 
Jam. 5. 20. wp, ſhall ſave a Soul from Death, and ſhall hide a 


 Multitude of Our Own Sins; and ſhall ſhine like Stars for 


ever and ever. Charity therefore to Our Selves, would 
induce Us to exerciſe this Charity to Our Enemies, which 
is attended with ſuch an Infinite and Inexpreſſible Reward, 


which will thus Requite Mercy with Mercy, Pardon in 
Heaven with Pardon on Earth, and will be as 'twere a Trans- 


fer of our Debts upon the Forgiveneſs of our Brother. This 
indeed is /aying-up a Store for our Selves, a Good Foundation 


againſt the Time to come, a Reward in the Day of Neceſſity, 
that We may attain Eternal Life. | 
| 3. A 
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3. A Third Reaſon to move Us to Pray for Our Ene- 
mies is, becauſe They ſo highly ſtand in need of our Prayers, 
as Sinners againſt Ds; and can't without our Interceſſion, ſo 
eaſily at leaſt, be Pardon'd by God. We are commanded 
by the Apoſtle, to confeſs our Faults one to another, ane x, 
and to pray one for another, that we may be healed. 

Which Injunction particularly reſpects the Office of the 
Sick; who could neither ordinarily receive Abſolution from 
their Sins, or a Cure of their Diſtemper , without a par- 
ticular Confeſſion of the One, and the Prayers of the Church 
for the Other: which in thoſe primitive Times were mi- 
raculous in their Operations, reſtoring the Sick without 
any farther Remedies. But then twas a Neceſſary Conti- 
tion as well as nom, to obtain the Peace of God, and re- 
al Comfort to Penitent Souls, not only to be reconcil'd 
to the whole World, and particularly thoſe they had in- 


jur d, but to beſeech God alſo to forgive all choſe they 


themſelves had been injur'd by; without which no one 
could receive Abſolution, or be admitted to the Holy 
Sacrament. But tho this may in particular reſpe& the 
Office of the Sick; it equally obliges all in Health, whoſe 
Salvation depends on the ſame Terms. We are all 
bound to pray for each other, for the mutual Pardon of 
our Offences. And theſe Interceſſions are requit d, not 
only from our Superiors, who may ſeem to have more 
Intereſt and Favour ih the Court of Heaven; but alſo fro 
Tnferiors, for thoſe that are above them. The Apoſtles 
themſelves, who, we may think, had very little Need 
of other Mens Prayers, very frequently requeſt to be 
recommended to God by = Prayers of the a 
ow 
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Rom. 15, Now 1 beſeech You Brethren, (ſays that Choſen Veſſel 
% ce God St. Paul) for the Lord Feſus Chriſt s fake, and 
for the Love of the Spirit, that Je ſtrive together with me 
in Jour Prayers to God for me. And again, Praying always 
Ep.6 18. Vith all Prayer and Supplication in the Spirit, and 
watching thereunto with all Perſeverance, and Sup- 
plication for All Saints; and for me that Utterance may be 
giver unto me, that I may open my Mouth boldly to make 
| known the Myſtery of the Goſpel. And ſo in ſeveral other 
Places. Now if the very Beſt of Men thus ſtand in Need 
of the Prayers of others ſo much below themſelves in 
Vertue and Religion (and we can't ſuppoſe the Apoſtle 
thus impo 


rtunately to have begg'd for a thing of no 
Effect) and theſe Prayers are as 'twere the neceflary Ad- 
dreſſes to obtain theſe Bleſſings from the Throne of 
Grace; how much more highly requiſite will be the 
Petitions of thoſe that ſuffer under Injuries, for thoſe 
who are the finful Authors of them? 
I will not preſume to carry this Point too far; fo as 
to aſſert that they cannot be forgiven without it. But I 
confeſs, from ſome Paſſages of Scripture, there ſcems 
ſome Reaſon to conclude, that if this Interceſſion is not 
abſolutely. requifite to the Remiſſion of our Adverſarys 
Offence, tis at leaſt a very great and prevailing Motive 
with God for it. To make this Matter a little clear; 
Ge, We read that when Abimelech had only intended 
to have defil d Abraham's Wife, not knowing her 
to be ſo, but miſtaking her, according to their own Pre- 
varication, for his Siſter; that when God threaten d 
him to puniſh him ſcverely for this his intended 
Injuſtice, tho' he was not conſcious of the Hei. 
| | nouſncſs 
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nouſneſs of his Crime; he ſends him to Abraham to 
intercede for his Pardon, for he is a Prophet, (ſays 
7" God) and he ſball pray for thee, and thou ſhalt live: 
and if thou reſtore her not, know thou, that thou N 
dye, thou, and all that are thine, And accordingly we 
find that God revers'd his Judgment upon Abraham's 
Prayer. When the Jens had ſo highly provok'd God, in 
the Abſence of Moſes their General, on the Mount, a- 
ainſt whom they not only rebell'd, but againſt God 
by Idolatry; it is very remarkable, that when that meek 
Prophet interceded with God for their Pardon, offering 
his own Life, as a Sacrifice and Ranſom for theirs, God 
Almighty replies, Let me alone that my Wrath may k 
wax hot apainſt them. As if the Divine Power #*** 
was Arreſted and Suſpended upon his Prayer, and 
the Lord hearken'd to the Voice of a Man, to ſtop the 
Courſe of his Juſtice and Providence. When that wick- 
ed King Jeroboam ſtretcht out his Arm to ſmite En 
the Prophet at Bethel, the Lord dried up his ſaett- 
legious Hand, ſo that he could not pull it in again to 
him; and there it ſtood a wither'd Monument f 
divine Vengeance, till reſtor d by the healing Voice and 
Interceſſion of his Adverſary. I ſhall produce but ont 
Inſtance more, and that is the remarkable Caſe of Job, 
which ſpeaks very fully to the Point before us. When 
God intended to have reveng'd his Quarrel againſt His 
Falſe Friends, who had fo baſely inſulted and abus d him 
in his Misfortune; he would not accept their Sacrifice or 
Repentance, but by the Mediation of Fob hitnſelf. 7aks 
wnto you now (ſays God) ſeven Bullocks and ſeven . 1. f. 
Rams, and go to my * and offer up for 0 \ 
\ G2 you, 


. 
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your ſelves a Burnt-Offering, and my Servant Job ſhall pray 
for you; for him will I accept: left I deal with you after your 
Folly, in that you have not ſpoken of me the thing which is 
right, like my Servant Job. So Eliphaz the Temanite, 
and Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite went, 
and did according as the Lord commanded them; the Lord al. 
ſo accepted Job; and the Lord turn d the Captivity of Job 
when he pray d for his Friends. The divine Procedure in 
this Matter does at leaſt warrant this Concluſion ; That 
tho God may, if he pleaſes, without our Prayers, pardon 
our Enemies on their Repentance; yet that our Prayers 
for them are of mighty Force and Preyalence with God, 
to obtain the Acceptation of their Perſons and Repen- 
tance, and to render their Admiſſion to the Throne of 
Grace (if I may be allow'd lo to ſpeak) more eaſy and 
ſatisfactory. I deſire here not to be miſunderſtood. 
Not that either our Prayers, or their Repentance can be 
at all available or acceptable for them, or our ſelves, in 
the Sight of God, but through the Merits and Satisfa- 
| ction of our great and oxly Mediator Chriſt Jeſus; to the 
Benefit of whoſe Mediation and Interceſſion for our 
ſelves, we cannot lay any Claim, without this indiſpen- 
ſable Duty of Interceſſion for our Enemies. This. there- 
fore muſt be ſo underſtood, as a Conditional and Subor- 
dinate Means here below, to quality us for that Abſolution 
above. There are ſome Sins that, as all Caſaiſis agree, re- 
quire Reftitution in order to Remiſſion, ſuch as Extortion, 
Fraudulent Gains, and the like; and others that are al- 
moſt incapable of it, as Murder, and Adultery. In both 
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theſe Dreadful Cafes, not only the Forgiveneſs, but the 
Prayers alſo of the Perſon injur d (where they may. 5 
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had) may poſſibly be very Conducive towards, if not Re- 
uiſite for the Pardon of the Perſon injuring. Doubtleſs 
oth join d together ate of more Weight, and Efficacy; 
and may be look'd upon as a Compoſition in Ordinary Courſe 
of Juſlice, and accepted inſtead of Plenary a 003 and 
ſo Cancel the Debt and Obligation on the Offender's fide. If 
therefore we have any Regard to the Souls or Bodies of 
our Enemies, we muſt Pray for the One Labouring under 
the Convictions of Sin and Guilt, that the other may al- 
ſo be Dcliverd from thoſe juſt ZFudgments the Divine 
Vengeance may otherwiſe inflict upon them for our ſakes. 
And what an Honourable and Blefſed Office is this! to 
ſtand, ſubordinately, in the place of our Redeemer; to De- 
precate God's Wrath, and Reconcile Man to God; to ſtep 
in, and Interpoſe Mercy, betwixt Vindifive Juſtice, and 
Puniſhments ; and, like the Angel with Abraham, to Inter- 
cept the Impending Sword, and Skreen the Sacrifice on 
the Altar. From the Great Good and Service we may 
do to our Enemies by our Prayers for them, I come in the 
Laſt Place, | 
To conſider this Duty, as it Relates ta our ſelves. And 
here we ſhall find it ſtill ſupported, by more Aﬀecting, 
and Beneficial Reaſons, drawn from our ownWelfare, and 
Concerns. And firſt then: F 
1. We are to Pray for our Enemies, becauſe of the Great 


Profit and Advantages we may Reap from them in the Good 
Offices they do us. If Affliction is the School of Virtue ; 
our Enemies are to be Eſteem d, as only our Maſters, ot 
Tutours, ſet over us for Admonition, Inſtruction , 
and Correction of our Faults. And. tho the Diſci- 
pline is Rough, and Unpalatable, and perhaps Irklome 
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to Fleſh and Blood; yet it has its Medicinal Qualities, 
and, if rightly apply'd, will prove the Beſt Phyſick we 
can take. The Holy Pſalmiſt, who, to his great Sorrow, 
had taſted deep of this bitter Cup, and whoſe whole 
Life was almoſt one continued Scene of Trouble and 
Vexation from his Enemies, tells us the Great Improve- 
ment and Experience that he had gain'd from them, 
and particularly from that Blood-thirity Adverſary Saul, 
in whoſe Court he ſo long Liv'd, had made him wiſer than 
pf 11h. the Aged. Thou, (lays he) through thy Command. 
”8, 9% ments haſt made me wiſer than mine Enemies, for 
they are ever with me, I have more Underflandiug than all 
vi, my Teachers; And therefore (ſays he) it is Good for 
7 me that I have been Aicted, that I might learn thy 
Statutes, When a Man is thus fer in the midſt of 
Snares and Dangers, he Walks upon the Battlements 
of a City, and ought to take good Heed to his 
Paths, when his prying and inquiſitive Enemies are ready 
10 undermine and ſwallow him up; when they Wreſft his 
BY Words, and all their Thoughts are againſt him for 
56. 5, be , | 

Evil; When they Gather themſelves together, and 

Hide themſelves, and Mark his Steps, when they wait for 
his Soul. When he is certain that all the Errors and 
Miſcarriages of his Life ſhall be laid open, his Frailties, 
Ignorances, and Infirmities Magnified into Wilful and 
Preſumptuous Sins, and his Good Name loaden with 
.Lyes and Slanders, and all the Artillery of that Accuſer 
Feu. of the Brethren pour d on his Guiltleſs Head: Then 
2324 let him ſet Scourges over his Thoughts, and the Diſci- 
-pline of Wiſdom over his Heart; teſt he fall before his Ad. 
-werſaries and his Enemies rejoice over him. It will require 
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his utmoſt Prudence and Caution to Ride out the Storm, 
and Weather ſuch 4à Day of Trouble, and of Rebuke and 
Blaſphemy. This is the Seaſon to Exerciſe his Chriſtian 
Virtues; when he is Examin'd with Deſpitefulneſs n 
and Torture, that his Meekneſs may be known, and . 
his Patience proꝛ d. This is the time to call upon God 
for a double Portion of his Spirit, for Faith, and Perſe- 
verance, far Humility and Conſtancy, for an ardent 
Love of God, and Zeal for his Glory, a firm Truſt in 
his Providence, and Reſignation to his Will, with an 
equal Contempt of the Frowns and Temptations, the 
Allurements, or Sufferings of this World, when put in 
Oppoſition to his Duty, the Defence of the Truth, or 
the Diſcharge of a Good Conſcience. The Comfort of 
which will = him up above, and carry him through 
all the Torment, Diſgrace, and Barbarity the Malice of 
Men or Devils can invent, and bring him off more 
than Conqueror, thro Chriſt that ſtrengthens him. This in- 
deed is a Fiery Furnace, wherein the Virtue of a Chriſtian 
is Tried, even as Silver is Tried; and out of which it 
will come with its true Sterling Weight and Luſtre. Now 
tho theſe are the Accidental Effefts of our Sufferings 
from our Enemies, Wrought in us by the Grace of God, 
and quite contrary to their Deſigns and Intentions; yet 
a kind of Juſtice and Gratitude would oblige us to Inter- 
cede with God for their Pardon, who have been the 
Occaſions of doing us ſo much Good; that we may ſay, 
It is not an Enemy that has done this, but it was thou my 
beſt Friend, who by /aying wait for my Soul, haſt been a 
Great Inſtrument in ſaving it. 


Laſtly, 
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'Laſtly, We muſt Pray for Our Enemies; becauſe it is En- 
' Join'd by God, as the Abſolute Condition of Praying for our 
Mat. g. ſelves. If thou bring thy Gift to the Altar (lays our 
. Saviour) and there Remembreſt that thy Brother 
Hat ought apainſt thee ; leave there thy Gift before the Al- 
tar, and go thy way, firſt be Reconcil d to thy Brother, and 
then come and offer thy Gift. So that an entire Reconci- 
lation with our Adverſaries is a neceſſary Qualification 
for us to Approach God's A/tar for the Attonement of 
our own Sins ; without which we are not fit to come 
into the Divine Preſence: it is that Wedding-Garment, 
which if we are not Cloath'd withal, we mult be ſo far 
from Expecting to be Acceptable Gueſts at the Holy Ta- 
Ae, that We ſhall be caſt out into Outer Darkneſs. Nay, 
the Want of this does not only put in a Bar againſt 
our own Pardon, but it turns our very Prayers into Sin; 
it renders them the moſt Dreadful Czrſe, and Impreca- 
tion upon our own Souls, that our moſt Bitter Enemy, 
the Devil himſelf, could utter. For by this we Bind 
and Seal our own Sins upon our ſelves, we Pray Dam- 
nution on our ſelves even in the Lord's Prayer ; and make 
a Covenant with God for our Eternal Deſtruction, if we 
don't fulfil the Condition we Stipulate, to Forgive in as 
#ll Terms, as we expect to be Forgiven, It we will have 
our Prayers heard for our ſelves, we muſt earneſtly deſire 
to have them heard for our Enemies ; we muſt Labour 
for their Salvation, to ſecure our own; and therefore 
God forbid that we ſhould Sin in ceaſing to Pray 
for them !. | 
Thus I have endeavour'd to Preſs upon you the Pra- 


Etice of this Great Duty, from ſome of the molt m—_— 
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Reaſons it is founded upon, with regard to God, and Reli- 
gion, Our Enemies, and Our ſelves, I have ſhewn it to be 
the higheſt Imitation of God, and the moſt glorious Per- 
fection of a Chriſtian; That it is the peculiar and diſtin- 
guiſhing mark of our Profeſſion; that we are oblig d to 
conſider. our Enemies to be the Inſtruments of God's Ju- 
ſtice and Providence; that they are our Brethren in Nature, 
in Government, and Religion; that this is the molt likely 
means to work their Converſion, and Reconciliation to 
God and Man; That they moſt highly ſtand in need of 
our Prayers as Sinners againſt Us, and can't be ſo caſily 
Pardon d without our Interceſſion; that, if rightly made 
uſe of, they may prove occaſions of great Benefits to Us, 
inthe Exerciſes of our Chriſtian Graces; and Laſtly, That 
wecan't Pray for our Selves unleſs we Pray for our Enemics. 
I am conſcious how much I have tir d out your Patience 
with this tedious Diſcourſe but I hope it may be pardon d 


upon ſo particular an Occaſion, eben conſidering that 
lam now Pleading a the Duty, which all the Arguments 
and Eloquence in Nature are, God knows, but little enough 
to Enforce. 2 1 of 
To conclude then; ſince neither Innocence, nor Piety, | 
Vertue, nor Wiſdom, can ſecure the Beſt of Men from 
Enemies; let us patiently bear that Croſs which even | 
the Son of God did not diſdain to ſubmit to. And 
whatever Sufferings God ſhall be pleas'd to permit them 
to inflict upon Us, let Us receive them with Meekneſs and 
Pity, and endeavour to overcome Evil with Good, by re- 
quiting their Malice with Kindneſs and Friendſhip. In or- 
be to which We muſt ſuppreſs all the inordinate Motions 
of Our Paſlions, and ſtifle the very firſt Riſings of An- 


1 Prayer for it, that He would lead Us in his Righteouſneſs 


| Becauſe of Our Enemies, and make His way flraight before 


: 
| 
| 
: 
' 
: 


| 
| | 
| | 
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ger and Revenge in our Hearts. And as we muſt not over- 


rate the Injuries we receive from them; ſo neither muſt 
We revile their Perfons; or miſrepreſent their Chara. 
ters, as knowing that if Mercy, certainly Juſtice, is due 
even to Our Worſt Enemies. But whatever Afflictions 
or Oppreſſions they may bring on Us, let Us put Our 
' Truſt in God, and not fear what Man can do unto Vs ; let 


Us hold faſt Our Integrity and Profeſſion without wavering, 


and never for Fear, Shame, or Intereſt, relinquiſh a good 
Cauſe; and let Us take ſuch Care of Our Lives, that 
Our Conſcience may not reproach Us with Deſerving 


ſuch Enemies, but that in the Great Day of Account 
We may appear Blameleſs, and They be found Liers 
unto Us. In a Word, ſince this Duty requires ſuch a 


| Sublimity of Temper, and ſuch a Firmneſs and Maje- 
| fty of Mind as nothing but the Divine Grace can im- 


| 


—  ———— 


part; We muſt have conſtant Recourfe to God in 


Our Face, Pfal. 5. 9. and by continued Mortification and 
Self denyal prepare Our Selves for it, always referring 


Our Cauſe co God as the proper Judge, and reſting 


entirely contented in the Determinations of his Good 
Providence : Which, if Our ways pleaſe the Lord, will make 
Our Enemies to be at Peace with Us; Prov. 16. 7. and will 


either ſupport Us under, or deliver Us out of their Hands. 
If God chaften Us ; He will ſcourge our Enemies a thouſand 


times more : to the Intent that when We Judge, We jhould_ 


Carefully think of his Goodneſs; and when We our ſelves are 
Fudg'd , We ſhould ook for Mercy, Wiſd. 12.22. 
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Put on therefore (as the Eleft of God, Holy 
and Beloved,) Bowels of Mercies, K indueſs, Hum- 
bleneſs of Mind, Meekneſs, Long-ſuſfering ; forbearing one | 
another; if any Man have a Cuarrol againſt any, even as 
Chriſt e (and pray d) jor Jou, ſo alſo do Je. And . 
above all things put on Charity, which is the Bond of Per- 
fefneſs ; and let the Peace of God rule in Tour Hearts. 


Col. 3. 12. 
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